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& The 89th International Rice Festival will recognize Bryce Joseph Breaux as the 2026 Junior Farmer of the Year,
Bryce is the 17-year-old son of Jarmod and Kim Sittig Breaux of lota, He has two brothers: Tyder and Ashton,
Bryce is the grandson of Carclyn Breawx and the Late Baymond Breaux of [ota and 1.1, “Bunskie™ Sittig Jr.
and Deborah “Yogi™ Sittig of Eunice.

Bryce was rised on his family's farming operation, which consists of 1350 acres of Rice and 1150 acres of
Crawfish. Growing up on the farm allowed him to develop a strong work ethic and kearn the responsibilities
of farming at an early age, His passion for agriculture became evident when, ak just six years old, he planted i
& smnll rice crop in his baclkyard and harvested it with & pair of scissors.

[

ﬁ As he grew okder, Bryce became imvolved in the daily operations of the farm. By the age of cight, he was
operating the tractor and grain cart. When the CONVID 19 Fundl:mii: caused schools to dhaut deown, H!‘:."I:I."
Wi 1:u!||:,-' eleven s old, but he used that time away from the classooem o Han valuable hands-on
experience. During that time, he independently planted 1, 100 acres of rice, a testament fo his expanding
agricultural expertise and his willingmess to embrace new technology.

§ Today, Bryce plays an active role in the farming operation. During planting seasan, his primary mesponsibility
is operating the spreader truck, while also assisting on the grain drill and spray rig when needed. During -
harvest, he spresds fertilizer in the mormings and flls in on combines and grain trucks as necessary.
Bryce also utilizes a thermal drone to h-=|'|:- pradicate wild pigs that |:|.'.|rru@: FiCe Crops, hath on hiz F.arn.'il:,.".*.
farm and in neighboring felds. Hix CAPETINCE with drone T-:fhnnln_!::.' has sparked a strong interest in
agricultural spray dromes, which he i3 beginning o incorporate into the farming practices,

$ Bryce is currently a senior at lota High School and is expected to graduate in May 2027, 8 (tk .
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Following praduntion, he plans to join the family farming operation full-time and hopes
ko aﬂ.p.r.irt‘ farmland of his own as he continues his :|H|."il.ul'luru| CArser.
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ﬁ When he is ot working, Bryce enjovs hunting, rding his jet ski and side-by-side, and
spending time with his family and frends, Bevoe is alse o member off 56 Joseph Catholic
LChurch in lota,




